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 1And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and 
was led by the Spirit in the wilderness 2for forty days, being tempted by 
the devil.  And he ate nothing during those days.  And when they were 
ended, he was hungry. 3The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, 
command this stone to become bread." 4And Jesus answered him,  "It is 
written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone.'" 5And the devil took him up 
and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, 6and 
said to him, "To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it has 
been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will.  7If you, then, will 
worship me, it will all be yours." 8And Jesus answered him, "It is written,

"'You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.'"

9And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 
and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from 
here, 10for it is written,  "'He will command his angels concerning you,
to guard you,'  11and  "'On their hands they will bear you up, lest you 
strike your foot against a stone.'"  12And Jesus answered him, "It is said, 
'You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.'" 13And when the devil 
had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune 
time.
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Thomas Long tells the story of his senior class play.  It was a comedy. The 
director was one of the English teachers.  She was also one of the 
youngest members of the faculty.  Long says she poured herself into that 
play.  After school, she coached the actors individually.  Then, she would 
return in the evenings for rehearsals and stay late to work on props or to 
paint sets. 

Day after day, she worked with the students to perfect the senior play.  
Then, opening night came.  The high school auditorium was packed with 
family members, teachers, and fellow students.  The first act went well.  
The audience was enjoying this comedy, laughing at all of the right times.  
In the second act, though, one of the actors forgot his lines.  The other 
actors could see it in his face before the audience realized anything was 
wrong.  So, the young director, standing in the wings, script in hand, was 
about to whisper to him his lines.  But at that moment, he just went on 
ahead.  He improvised.  Not only that.  What he said was actually funny.  

The audience roared.  Everyone on stage relaxed.  They had gotten past a 
rough spot.  But the forgetful actor didn’t look to the young director for 
his forgotten lines.  The audience’s laughter had hooked him.  He made up 
another line.  It wasn’t as funny as the first.  There was only a little 
laughter.  So, he made up another line and yet another.  The other actors 
were trying to play off of him, but the play was now far from the script.  
And the audience had begun to figure it out.  What little laughter was left 
was only the nervous kind.  Still standing in the wings was the young 
English teacher who had poured herself into the play.

The story says something about what temptation is like.  It almost always 
looks good at first.  It’s not until after it has hooked us that we realize 
we’ve been duped.  But by then we can’t stop. 

The account of Jesus being tempted in the desert (Luke 4:1-13) reminds 
us of something else about temptation that is also in Thomas Long’s 
story.  Temptation never waits for us to be at our best.  We can tell 
ourselves that we just won’t let ourselves get hooked.  We’ll be on our 
guard.  But temptation doesn’t come around when we’re on our guard.
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Temptation never waits for us to be at our best.  In Thomas Long’s story 
the forgetful actor was tempted at a moment when he was nervous, 
vulnerable.  Jesus was tempted in the desert when He was not at His 
best.  He had been fasting for forty days.  He was hungry.  Because He 
was hungry, He was probably also tired.  Because He had been all by 
Himself for forty days, He was probably also lonely.  He was not at His 
best.  At that moment He was physically weakened and emotionally 
vulnerable.

That’s also when temptation comes after us, to get us to deviate from the 
Script.  It’s when we’re hungry, tired, lonely, feeling sorry for ourselves, 
feeling angry or irritable, or letting frustration build up inside of us 
because we won’t talk to anyone about it that temptation comes for us.  
Not when we’re at our best.  When we are at our weakest is when 
temptation comes, to get us to improvise on God’s Word, to get us to 
improvise on God’s Law.  

And the results are not victimless. Someone, someone standing in the 
wings stands to get hurt.  When you look into that person’s eyes of hurt 
and you realize it’s too late, the damage is done, both to them and your 
Father in heaven, how can you know forgiveness? 

The account of Jesus defeating Satan in the desert, beating temptation 
may seem to not hold a whole lot of answers to this question.  So, Jesus 
shows us what He can do even when He’s at His weakest?  How does 
that help us?  

So, He is the only Righteous One, the only one who remains faithful, the 
only one who does not deviate from the divine script but in fact quotes 
from it, quotes from the Torah (from Deuteronomy), three times and 
proceeds to obey those words of God?  So what? 

But suppose that’s not all His temptation in the desert was about.  
Suppose those forty days in the desert of fasting, hunger to the point of 
death, weariness, and loneliness were part of His suffering, of His pouring 
Himself into our story, of the pouring out of His perfect life so that we 
can know forgiveness. 
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Suppose Jesus’ temptation in the desert was not only a sticking to the 
divine script of God’s Law but also a sticking to God’s script of sending 
Him to suffer and die for us.   

As the Hebrew prophet Isaiah prophesied: “…by his knowledge shall the 
righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he 
shall bear their iniquities…because he poured out his soul to death…yet 
he bore the sin of many…”(Isaiah 53:11-12) 

And suppose Jesus’ temptation in the desert was part of His carrying 
what we cannot carry.  Who can carry the guilt of hurting someone 
unforgivably?  Jesus carries for us the guilt we cannot. “Surely He has 
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows.”(Isaiah 53:4)  And in those 
times when we won’t let go of that guilt, then Jesus carries us on His 
shoulders, as He carried the cross.  He carries us until He can bring us 
peace. “Upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace and with 
His stripes we are healed.”(Isaiah 53:5)

Jesus’ temptation was part of His carrying the guilt we cannot carry.  It 
was part of His suffering for us.  Because Jesus fought Satan’s temptation 
when not at His best and won the battle for us, we can be sure that when 
Satan comes after us when we’re not at our best, we will not be at center 
stage all alone.  

Jesus will be standing in the wings, whispering to us the Words of Holy 
Scripture we need at that moment, He who suffered and poured out His 
life for us. 

Amen
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